
A Life of Blessing… Glorious Grace.    
Ephesians 1:6  May 8, 2016 

 
I like auctions and garage sales- 
    Imagine you found after an estate sale you purchased a treasure worth $5,000  
    Imagine you found in a family barn coins worth 2.5 million, would you just frame them? 

Unlike what you would purchase at a sale and may gain a reward, 
  the only payment you gave, the only thing you added to your salvation was your sin. 
      Though we have lost paradise by our sinfulness, we have gained heaven by Christ. 

   I have been bought through Christ’s blood -I Corinthians 6:20. 
That is why this passage is so amazing. 

Some Christians do not know the blessings that are found in Christ by the grace of God.   
Today I ask you, “What will you do with the treasure of Christ?” 

Pray 
 
Why sermon first? Our worship is rooted in and shaped by truth. 

Our minds will engage with truth, and our hearts will respond with worship. 
 
Reason for praise is that: 3-5 

By His sovereign initiative God chose us to be holy 
He determined in advance that we would be called into His family and made His children 

 
Adoption Galatians 3:26-4:7 

They would find a young one of good character and he would be placed into the family. 
Instead God finds one of bad, evil character and by Jesus they become His. 
   

I would like you to consider two aspects of adoption this morning. 
Consider your heavenly adoption 
     Dear Christian you have a special love that imparts special privileges. 

His child -  Romans 8; John 1:12; Heb. 2:11 before the accuser I belong to Him 
His house - Heavenly citizenship   His home prepared for us Eph. 2:6; John 14:1-4 
His friend – No longer slave John 15:15; Gal 4:7 Legal and actual standing. 
His image – “in Christ” we are united with Christ, new person II Cor. 5:17  
His clothing- no longer condemned, the imputation of Christ’s righteousness Rom. 8:1 
His ear – we pray to Him as Father Matt. 6:5, Romans 8:15, with confidence Heb. 4:16 
His trust – Matt 6:25-34 don’t worry 
His treasure – Redemption 1:7 and Colossians 1:14 
His love – I cannot be separated from the Father’s love Rom. 8:35 
His Spirit – Eph. 1:14; Rom 8:15-17 not a spirit of fear II Tim 1:7 
His inheritance- heirs to all the promises that the Father has made to His people. 
His discipline – Matt 6:26; Heb. 12:5-11 

     Believers in Jesus are the adopted ones, not all humanity. John 1:12 
 
Consider a physical adoption 
 Pray about the privilege you may have in adopting a child into your own family. 
Why? Out of the surplus of the inheritance you have in God to pass on the godly influence 

 to a child, showing the love of God and to bring praise to God.  
   Adopting a child into a Christian family shows and models the grace and mercy of God. 
 Foster care, supporting families with adopted children, compassion child 

This will not be easy.   
We now turn to the next verse. 



What is the ultimate purpose and objective of being chosen and adopted? 
What is the ultimate purpose and objective of salvation? 

This may surprise you but the primary motivating factor is not deliverance.  
In the OT even if Egypt was a spa as good as Hawaii, or Florida in the winter.  
      The Lord would still have taken them out. 

The ultimate purpose was to: Fulfill the covenant promise so that they would  
know intimately that He is God and in the end praise the Lord. 

 

 
God took pleasure in His decision that we may praise Him for the wonder of His grace. 
God’s ultimate purpose in selection and deciding in advance a people for His own is that they 
would praise, worship His glorious grace. 
 
to the praise  
First part of verse 3 is to praise and here is a summary and reminder to praise 

to the intent, the reason is for the praise of God’s work of grace 
this is the ultimate goal, the motive for adoption is that we would praise Him 

God’s purpose in the process of election is “the praise of His glorious grace”.   
In giving His salvation on undeserving sinners God is 

“showcasing His glorious grace for all to see.”  
In praising God for what He has done we ultimately praise Him for who He is. 
Praise means to celebrate, adoring recognition, rejoice.  
 
to the praise of His glorious grace,  
Here it is worded literally, “the grace with which He graced us.”  
Here it is God’s “glorious grace” that is praised,  

God’s grace is truly glorious- this grace is a reflection of His love, glory, and thus worthy 
of praise. It is “glorious,” it is wonderful and filled with His glory and beyond our 
understanding, and we are to cry out in praise when we contemplate this treasure.   

 
Not because of merit but in spite of demerit I have been saved by God’s grace. 

I was lost in sin and ruined, not a poster child orphan, but one who was in rebellion 
towards God, an enemy.  And that grace came as He demonstrated in choosing us into 
His family and adopting us as His children.   



 
The purpose of salvation is to know God better…  

and as a result to worship Him…  
         which brings an outcome of joy and happiness.    We will see this in 6, 12, 14 

 
We are far too easily pleased with trite treasures which bring short-term joy.  

Christianity is about worship and joy, not gloom.  Treasure…not a dismal or downcast. 
 

If there lurks in most modern minds the notion that to desire our own good and earnestly to 
hope for the enjoyment of it is a bad thing, I submit that this notion has crept in from Kant and 
the Stoics and is no part of the Christian faith. Indeed, if we consider the unblushing promises of 
reward and the staggering nature of the rewards promised in the Gospels, it would seem that 
our Lord finds our desires, not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling 
about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who 
wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the 
offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.      The Weight of Glory, C. S. Lewis 
 
Maybe that did not make sense to you so here it is in video form.  Listen again to the words. 
Video 
We are too easily pleased with the trinkets of this world instead of the treasures of Christ 
 
which He has freely given us in the One He loves. 
It is “in Christ” that all the spiritual blessings noted in v. 3 become realities for us. 
Freely given you cannot earn it.  Eph. 2:8    
 
This grace flows to us and is experienced by us “in the Beloved,”  

As Colossians 1:13, “the Son of His love” 
This is an OT title used of Israel in Deut. 32:15; Isa 44:2  
and of Christ by God in the Baptism Mark 1:11and Transfiguration Mark 9:7  
God’s grace is mediated to us through His “beloved”  

for Jesus is the grand object of His love.  
Your being chosen as sons and daughters is related to your being ”in Christ” the chosen 
beloved one. 
 
 
How are we to respond to this great salvation? 

Attitude? What are the terms of the bible?  Praise, thankfulness 
  Today we are thankful for mothers, (not always- sorrow…) 

Even more thankful to God  
This is the most amazing treasure.  Not one that is just found but freely given to you. 

Preaching in Hong Kong meal – thank them by tossing a dime on the table? 
How do you respond to the great gift of grace? How do you show, manifest, your thankfulness?   

Toss a dime on the table of gratitude? 
 
What will you do with the treasure of Christ? 
      “Our only viable response to all the blessings He is bestowing on us is praise.” Osborne 
   
Today turn to and trust in and treasure always the treasure of Christ. and this is the greatest 
happiness for His creatures.   May God find your desires to praise Him not too weak but strong.  
 


